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The next time you head to the 

polls, a new voting machine 

awaits your ballot. 

Sumter County’s Pat Jeffer-

son, who is in charge of the 

Voter Registration and Elec-

tions Office, has spent con-

siderable time lately involved 

with public outreach to let 

folks know what to expect 

the next time they vote. 

“I want everyone to know 

and be aware that we have 

the new Express Vote here in 

Sumter County,” she said. 

“As a matter of fact, all 46 

counties have the new Ex-

press Vote.” 

Deidre Boone, an Information Technology Services Manager for 

Sumter County, has been working closely with Jefferson to get the 

machines ready for two upcoming elections in Mayesville and      

Pinewood. 

Boone said once a voter 

has the ballot card in 

hand, the voter proceeds 

to the Express Vote and 

inserts the card. Selec-

tions are then displayed 

on the screen and voters 

can use either a stylus or 

their finger to make se-

lections. The review 

screen allows you to 

review your selections 

prior to printing your 

card, she explained. 

“Once you’re satisfied 

with your selections, you 

can proceed to printing 

your card,” she said. 

The Express Vote ejects your ballot card and you can review your 

selections.      (See VOTE, Page 3) 

New Express Vote machines await Sumter County voters 

Turkey Creek Neighborhood Association 

applauds as dilapidated homes removed 

It’s safe to say members of Turkey Creek Neighborhood Association 

are ecstatic. 

Several weeks into a grant-funded clean-up that involves the removal 

of a dozen dilapidated homes, and already the neighborhood is vastly 

improved. 

“I feel great about it because it looks so different,” said Josephine 

Young, vice president of the TCNA. “It’s so clean – very, very much 

of an improvement.” 

A little over a year ago, Sumter County was awarded a $283,983 

Community Development Block Grant from the S.C. Department of 

Commerce to demolish vacant and dilapidated homes in East Shan-

nontown. But the grant itself came about as a lot of research and leg-

work about the properties was well underway by the neighborhood 

association.  

“The opportunity came when Mr. McCain got involved, and then it  

 

moved very quickly,” Young said. 

(See NEIGHBORHOOD CLEANUP Page 3) 

Left to right: Ida Neal, Josephine Young, Barbara Richburg and Renee Richburg stand in 

front of a lot on Brent Street after an abandoned home was torn down 

Sumter County’s Voter Registration and Elections Director Pat Jefferson demonstrates how to use a new voting machine 



William “Bubba” Hartley likes to lead by 

example. 

“Those guys will tell you I’m the first guy to 

jump in the hole,” he said. “I never ask them 

to do anything I wouldn’t do.” 

Hartley, who has worked in the Storm Water 

Utility Department for about seven years, 

supervises storm drain clearance, among other 

things. 

“I’m out there in the field. I’m the go-to guy,” 

he said.   

Storm Water Manager Alfred Conyers said 

Hartley is “a great team player” who super-

vises the use of heavy equipment. 

“He’s hardworking, dependable, reliable,” 

Conyers said. “A great guy.” 

On any given day Hartley might be using 

heavy equipment, or making repairs, or read-

ing water meters. 

“There’s a number of things to take care of, 

so we cross-train all of our guys so everybody 

can know what to do,” he said. “You can’t 

expect one guy to run a backhoe and fix a 

water leak at the same time.” 

A Georgetown native and Manning High 

School graduate, Hartley jokes that he migrat-

ed from Home Branch in Clarendon County 

“all the way to Pinewood.” After high school, 

he worked at the V.B. Williams Furniture 

Company in shipping and  receiving only to 

discover that “plant work wasn’t for me.” 

Hartley then went to work wiring homes and 

spent about five years doing electrical work. 

Driving trucks was the next stop in his career 

before working at International Paper and 

Terminix. Since coming on board with Sum-

ter County, he’s brought his wide-ranging 

skillset to various tasks at hand but is always 

mindful of maintaining a safe work environ-

ment. 

Cleaning storm drains means using a Jet Vac 

(vacuum) truck that can shoot about 80 gal-

lons of water a minute to clear any obstruc-

tions. 

“That’s a lot of pressure,” he said. “But you 

always keep safety in mind anytime you’re 

working with heavy equipment.” 

Hartley is quick to praise his co-workers and 

supervisor. 

“I’m a team player. It takes all of us work and 

we work as a team,” he said. “Anytime you 

have employees that feel appreciated, they 

will always go above and beyond. I try to 

keep that in my leadership – always lead by 

example.” 

During his down time, Hartley likes to hunt 

deer and go after bream and catfish. 

(See HARTLEY Page 5) 

Hartley is Storm Water Utility’s ‘go-to guy’ 
       Employee Spotlight 

Veterans Day to feature parade, ceremony at Courthouse on Nov. 11 



     VOTE from Page 1 

“Once you have reviewed your selections on your ballot card as they 

were printed, you can now proceed to the DS200,” she said, referring 

to the scanner. “You will insert your ballot in the top portion of the 

DS200 to scan your ballot.” 

Once the ballot has been scanned, a prompt appears, stating, ‘Thank 

you for voting.’ 

“It’s fast, it’s easy and it’s secure,” Jefferson said. 

She also wants Sumter County residents to know that Express Vote 

machines are available for demonstration in the Voter Registration 

and Elections Office. 

“And we do invite you to come out and try them out,” she said. “It 

takes a village to run an election and we just want to get the word 

out.” 

The new machines are compliant with the Americans with Disabilities 

Act and if you have any questions, please call the Voter Registration 

and Elections office at (803) 436-2313. 

NEIGHBORHOOD CLEANUP From Page 1 

County Council Chairman James T. McCain Jr. said 

cleaning up neighborhoods has long been one of his key 

issues. 

“This, to me, is such a wonderful program because 

we’re able to get rid of an eyesore and the landowners 

keep their property,” he said. “It’s good for the neigh-

borhood, it’s good for the property owners and it’s good 

for the City and County – everyone wins.” 

McCain pointed out how the Santee-Lynches Regional 

Council of Governments (COG) has administered the 

grant and helped navigate what can be an involved regu-

latory process when it comes to demolitions.  

“We’re grateful for the COG’s participation,” he said. 

“They’re working closely with our folks in County Gov-

ernment to make sure we’re following all the procedures 

and protocols.” 

Chris Hilditch, property manager for Sumter County, 

said four properties on Brent Street have been taken down and several 

more in the area are currently being prepared for demolition. 

“It’s trucking along pretty well,” he said. 

When the Turkey Creek Neighborhood Association was formed in 

2005, Ida Neal said there were about six people. Now there’s around 

20 residents that meet regularly, she said. 

“I’ve lived there all my life. I’m 73,” said Neal, president of the 

TCNA. “It can make a lot of difference when the community gets 

together and talks about getting things straight.” 

A sense of neighborhood pride has returned, she said. 

“It’s wonderful to see how clean it can be,” she said. “It makes a 
world of difference.” 

County Council Chairman Jim McCain, left, back, wearing a hat, took a photo 

last December with the TCNA in front of a dilapidated Brent Street property  

Demolition and removal of blighted Brent Street properties got underway the 

second week of October 2019 thanks to a grant-funded initiative  



Enjoy nature in November 

at Poinsett State Park 

Poinsett happenings this month 

Nov. 1     Nature Hike from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 

Bring water, hiking/walking shoes, insect repellent, camera and weather appropriate clothing. Meet at 

the park office. Free with paid park admission. 

Nov. 15   Night Hike with a Ranger  6:30 to 8 p.m. 

A short and fun hike at night with Ranger Lauren, who will shed light on the subject of the dark and 

how different creatures have adapted to low light and dark environments. Meet at the overlook shelter at 

7 p.m. to check in and gather. At 7:30 p.m. the hike of the Coquina Trail begins, which is about 1.5 

miles. 

Nov. 29    Float and Fire  4:30 to 6:30 p.m.  

Join Ranger Lauren for a sunset float around the park’s 10-acre lake and enjoy a sunset view on the 

water. Stick around for a bonfire and hot cider back on land. Choice of pedal boat, canoes, single or 

double kayaks and jon boats. Life jackets and paddles provided. Call the park office to register for this 

program 803-494-8177  office hours 11 to noon and 4 to 5 p.m. (Mon-Thurs) and 9 to 5 p.m. (Fri-Sun) 

southcarolinaparks.com/poinsett  

6660 Poinsett Park Road, Wedgefield, S.C. 29168 

803.494.8177 

Mountain biking abounds 

in Manchester State Forest   

You can hit the trails at Poinsett with your bike, or 

you can find miles of backwoods and off-road fun in 

our state forest. Permits are required and must be in 

one’s possession when riding. Parking for trail use is 

allowed only at the designated staging area on the trail 

map and riding is allowed only on designated trails. 

The Manchester State Forest office is located at 6740 

Headquarters Road, Wedgefield, S.C. 29168  

803.494.8196   www.state.sc.us/forest/mbike.htm  

https://southcarolinaparks.com/poinsett
https://www.state.sc.us/forest/mbike.htm


  HARTLEY from Page 2 

“And on Sunday morning, like any other Southerner, I’m in church,” he 

said. 

He and his wife Margo have three children: Trey Hartley, who serves in 

the Army National Guard and studies at Central Carolina Technical Col-

lege while working at Caterpillar; Kristen Hartley, a Registered Nurse; 

and Abigail Timmons, an elementary school teacher and mother of 

Liam, who is Bubba and Margo’s grandson. 

So how did you get your nickname? 

When he was brought home from the hospital, his sisters were told “this 

is y’all’s ‘Little Bubba,’” he said, and it stuck. 

“Most people don’t know my first name is William,” he said, laughing. 

Administration: 803-436-2102 

Animal Control: 803-436-2066 

Assessor: 803-436-2115 

Auditor: 803-436-2136 

Building Inspections: 803-774-1600 

Clerk of Court: 803-436-2227 

Clerk to Council: 803-436-2107 

Civic Center: 803-436-2270 or 2271 

Cultural Center/Patriot Hall: 803-436-2260 

Detention Center: 803-436-2340 

Emergency Management: 803-436-2158 

Emergency Medical Services: 803-436-2416 

(In an emergency, please call 911) 

Family Court: 803-436-2366 

Fire Department: 803-436-2600 

Fiscal Affairs: 803-436-2333 

Gallery of Art: 803-775-0543 

Human Resources: 803-436-2306 

Landfill: 803-495-3314 

Master In Equity: 803-774-3884 

Planning: 803-774-1660 

Probate Court: 803-436-2166 

Public Defender: 803-774-6137 

Public Works: 803-436-2241 

Purchasing: 803-436-2331 

Recreation & Parks: 803-436-2248 

Register of Deeds: 803-436-2177 

Sheriff’s Office: 803-436-2000 

Solicitor’s Office: 803-436-2185 

South Sumter Resource Center: 803-436-2277 

Stormwater Utility: 803-774-3855 

Summary Court: 803-436-2280 

Sumter Animal Control Volunteers: 803-774-3232 

Sumter Little Theatre: 803-775-2150 

Treasurer: 803-436-2213 

Veterans Affairs: 803-436-2302 

Voter Registration/Elections: 803-436-2310 

Water Utility: 803-774-3854 


